The Save who Saved the World
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Life is full of peaks and valley pits and pinnaclesSometimes it feels like you're «
a non-stop roller coasteide. Whether it's your jokschool,marriage, church, family, ¢
just life ingeneral, everything a mixture ofbitter and sweet. Emotions fluctuate like
stock market-up one minute, down the nexOf all the Bible charactel who
experienced life’sups and dowr, Joseph comes to minth fact, if adversity is Gois
university, he had a Ph.D.

Joseph was Jacabfavorite son k his favorite wife (Racheljvhorr he sired in his
old age.The age disparity made h more like a grandsoto Jacob who showed F
favoritism by making him imulti-colored tunic His ten older brothers we not amused
by Joseph’s fancy clotheor by his absurdireams. If Joseph had a fault, it ' being a
blabber mouth-ke couldn’t keep his dreams to hims

God gave Joseph two prophetic dreams that provigietpses into his future ar
propelled him to tg destin. In the first dream, thbrothers were buning wheat in the
field whenall his brother’'s sheaves (bundles) bowed dowhis shea. In the second
dream, the sun, moon, and eleven : bowed down to him. Evedacob rebuked him fc
such an outlandish idea.

His jealous brothers resen him for his bright clothes, hisig dream, and his big
mouth.“So you want to be our king, do you? his brothezsded. And they hated hi
both for the dream and for his cocky attitude” (Esa 37:8, TLB. Then they conspired
to kill him to ensure thatone of hisfantasies ever materialized.

The opportunity can when Jacob sent Joseph to check on his brotherswehe
grazing their flocks.But Reuben, the oldest brother, intervened andespais life.
Instead, hey stripped Joseph’s coat off, threw him in a broughttheir father his torn
tunic coveed with goat’s blood, and let him assume the w Meanwhile, theysecretly
sold Joseph to a band Midianite merchants bound for Egypt.

When Josephreved in Egypt as a slave in shacl, perhaps he wondered if had
misinterpreted his drean He waspurchased at auction by Potiphar, captaiPharaoh’s



guard. Joseph worked hard, proved himself trustworand quickly rose through the
ranks to become his top manager. God’s favor ofifaisvas obvious.

When Potiphar’s wife tried to seduce Him, Josed flhe scene, leaving another
coat behind. With scant evidence and no witnesses claimed he tried to rape her and
had him thrown into prison. There, God gave hinofawith the warden and soon Joseph,
an inmate, was running the joint as the jailer'sistant. As time passed, word spread that
he had a keen ability to decipher the meaning edahs.

Before long, he interpreted the chief butler ankieba dreams, which had fallen out
of favor with Pharaoh. Just as Joseph predictedbtitler was restored to his post serving
the king’'s court while the baker was executed. Wwars later, Pharaoh had a nightmare
about seven healthy cows which were eaten by s&ekrcows. Awakened, he dozed off
and dreamed again about seven plump ears of carg 8evoured by seven scrawny ears
of corn. When Pharaoh’s magicians couldn’t interghe dreams, the butler suddenly
remembered Joseph and had him summoned from prison.

God gave Joseph the meaning of Pharaoh’s dreamfréthicted seven years of
plenty would be followed by severe famine and psgaba plan to stockpile 20% of
every harvest to sustain them through the drougmraoh appointed Joseph over all of
Egypt as his right hand man to implement the pleonically, Pharaoh placed a royal
robe (another new coat) on Joseph, gave him ha sggnet ring and a golden necklace,
and paraded him through Egypt in a chariot. Imagira¢—a prisoner promoted to prime
minister!

Pharaoh renamed Joseph “Zaphnathpaaneah” (quiteithiul), meaning “Savior of
the World.” God used him to literally save the amtiworld from starvation. Joseph was
thirty years old when he was promoted. He was deeanwhen he had his dreams, a
thirteen year wait. Then there was seven year®ohty plus two years of famine before
his brothers showed up in Egypt looking for food. &total of twenty-two years after
Joseph dreamed his brothers would bow down to tifimally came to pass. Don't give
up on your God-given dreams.

Joseph is a fitting type of Jesus. Notice the istgilsimilarities: both were favored by
their fathers, both were rejected by their brothbath were betrayed and sold for silver,
both were tempted to extreme measures, both wisayaaccused of crimes they didn'’t
commit, both forgave their enemies, both were exatb positions of honor, and both
saved the world.

When Joseph revealed his identity to his guilt-eildbrothers, they expected him to
kill them. Instead, Joseph forgave them, was rednitith his grief-stricken father, and
moved their clan to Egypt to take care of them.eehow he summarized his difficult
journey: “But as for you, you meant evil against; tmet God meant it for good...to save
many people alive” (Genesis 50:20 NKJV).



That is the essence of redemption—how God bringsl gt of bad! God can take
the bad things that happen in our lives and tuthech around in our favor. He can lift us
out of our pit and put us on the pinnacle. So wiifergets you down, remember how He
used a slave to save the world. Then imagine wieatdth do through you.
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